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devout than others, and said they were generally the greatest knaves. He gave us several examples of them, and named some eminent men of the present age, and some mitred heads, which he proved not the best for passing for the most devout and pious. But these were some of them men that the King had no reason to love upon a politic account. He was that night two hours putting off his clothes, and it was half an hour past one before he went to bed. He seemed extremely free from trouble or care, though at a time one would have thought he was under a great deal; for everybody guessed that he must either dismiss the Parliament in a few days, or give himself up to what they desired.
December 25. The Duke of Newcastle came to visit me; we had a long discourse of present affairs, and nobody could tell which way things would go.
December 26. I received the sacrament at the hands and in the chapel of that excellent man, Doctor Gunning, Bishop of Ely. There came and received with us Doctor Gates, the famous evidence of the Popish Plot. We dined together afterwards at the bishop's table, where the doctor, blown up with the hopes of running down the Duke, spoke of him and his family after a manner which showed himself both a fool and a knave. He reflected not only on him personally, but upon the Queen his mother, and her present Majesty, till nobody daring to contradict him, for fear of being made a party to the plot, I at last did undertake to do it, and in such a manner that he left the room in some heat. The bishop told me this was his usual discourse, and that he had checked him formerly for taking so indecent a liberty; but he found it was to no purpose.
December 29. My Lord Stafford was beheaded on Tower Hill, where he absolutely denied the crimes for which he suffered, and after so convincing a manner, that all that saw him believed it. I dined the same day